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Part I

X: Good morning.

B: Good morning.

X: My name is X, and this is my colleague, D. He is just going to listen to us. And your names are…?

A: I'm A. Nice to meet you.

X: Nice to meet you. And you?

B: I'm B. Nice to meet you.

X: Please.

B: Thank you. 

X: First of all, we'd like to know something about you. So I'm going to ask each of you to introduce yourself for one minute. I will stop you when your time is up. Now A, would you please introduce yourself first?

A: OK. Uh, hi, I'm A. Uh, I'm 24 years old. Um…I just graduated from UVC last year. I did a double-major program from a bachelor's degree…I specialized in family studies and psychology. Um my family…well there are five people in my family…my parents, me, I have a younger brother and a younger sister. Uh we moved to Vancouver, Canada about ten years ago, and last winter I came back to work in Taipei. Um…my job is related to English teaching…and my hobbies include…watching movies, listening to music, bowling, traveling, and just hanging out with my friends. 

X: Um-hm. OK, thank you, A. Now B, could you please introduce yourself?

B: OK. Uh my name is B, and I've been living in Tainan for 18 years and after that I come here to study in the department of English in National Taiwan Normal University, and I'm currently studying in the Graduate Institute of Translation and Interpretation. Uh there are five people in my family including me…and also my mother, my father, my younger brother, and my great-grandmo…great grandmother…yeah. Uh my brother is now studying also in Shi Da, and specializing in…informa…information technology education. Um uh…my hobbies are…uh watching TV, reading novels, and um…playing table tennis. Uh I hope uh after I graduate from the uh…Graduate Institute, I can be a professional translator or interpreter in the future.

X: OK, thank you, B.

B: Thank you.

X: Now, I'm going to ask each of you a few questions about yourselves. B….

B: Um-hm.

X: When you were a child, what kinds of books did you like to read?

B: Um…I liked to read books on fairy tales, or on some…I also liked to read some sci-fis…uh science…science fiction. And um…but mostly I…I would like to read some…um…interesting novels like um…um…yeah, including what I just mentioned uh science fictions and uh fairy tales or uh…things about ghost stories. 

X: OK, thank you. How about you, A? When you were a child, what kinds of books did you like to read? 

A: Well uh…I liked to read…Chinese folk tales or Japanese folk tales…fairy tales…and to be honest…some comic books. Um…that's…but I…I never have any interest in reading ghost stories, that kind of thing. 

X: Indistinct. And A, have you ever read a book more than once?

A: Oh, yes.

X: Why?

A: Um…well…I think…because…I really enjoy the story…um that's the main reason for reading a book more than once…or maybe sometimes I just have a bad memory, so reading the book a second time is kind of…like reading it for the first time for me…sometimes.

X: OK, thank you. How about you, B? Have you ever read a book more than once?

B: Yeah, sure. 

X: Why?

B: Because uh…most of them are…comic books, and I read them more than once because uh…I think that doesn't take a lot of mental functioning. I mean you don't have to uh…think…a lot on its contents, so…you just relax and reading it. 

X: OK, that's fine. And B, are you planning to read any particular author's books in the near future? 

B: I think I will, 'cause uh, it's a need of my…uh…of what I learn now, 'cause I'm….

X: And whose books are they? 

B: Uh, I think I would um…read some…poetic works…yeah…by some particular poets.

X: OK, thank you. How about you, A? Are you planning to read any particular author's books in the near future? 

A: Actually, I'm just planning to read uh…Helen Fielding's? Actually, I don't quite remember her last name, but it's the author who wrote Bridget Jones' Diary. I've heard that it's a very interesting novel, and I have just recently watched the movie, so…. And maybe um…J.K. Rowling's future Harry Potter…um books.

Part II

X: OK, thank you. Now, you two are going to work together to complete a task. A…. Please do not show your card to your partner. …. Here's the situation. Each of you is going to buy a cell phone for yourself. A, you have information on three cell phones. And B, you have different information on the same three cell phones. You will first need to exchange information to fill the chart. You may write on the card. You will have two minutes to exchange information. I will stop you when your time is up. Now please begin, and A, please speak first. 

A: Uh, OK. Uh, I have some information on each of the cell phones.

B: Um-hm.

A: Uh, cell phone A costs…four thousand, three hundred NT dollars.

B: Um-hm.

A: And cell phone B costs eight thousand, eight hundred…eight hundred and eighty dollars. 

B: Um-hm. 

A: Uh, the battery duration for cell phone C is one hundred and thirty hours.

B: Um-hm.

A: Cell phone C doesn't have…Internet…um access…and it doesn't have voice-dialing function.

B: Um-hm.

A: It's not brand-new, and therefore it is…second-handed. 

B: OK.

A: Yeah, and…something else…for cell phone B, it has Internet access, um…and…whereas for cell phone A, it doesn't have built-in games….

B: Um-hm.

A: But it is brand-new.

B: Um-hm. … OK. … And um, there's something about…the…the rest of the information. On cell phone C, the price is two thousand, seven hundred dollars, and its battery duration is one hundred and thirty hours. It is uh…I'm sorry uh…about cell phone A, the battery duration is one hundred and fifty hours, and cell phone B is…is the same. 

A: OK.

B: And uh…concerning Internet access, cell phone A doesn't have it.

A: OK.

B: Um-hm. Uh…and cell phone B doesn't have any built-in games, but cell phone C does. And voice-dialing, uh cell phone B…has this function but cell phone A doesn't. And cell phone B is a brand new…cell phone. 

A: OK.

X: OK? Thank you. Now during the next two minutes, you and your partner are going to discuss both the advantages and disadvantages of each phone. Remember, this is a discussion. Focus your talk on the advantages and disadvantages of each cell phone. I will stop you when your time is up. 

B: Um-hm.

X: Now please begin the discussion, and B, please speak first.

B: OK. Hmm…A, I think um…I should buy a cell phone. Can you make an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of the three ones for me?

A: Uh, OK. I think actually, cell phone B is very expensive. 

B: Um-hm.

A: Uh eight…almost nine thousand dollars. 

B: Yeah. 

A: Uh…but that's probably because it's brand-new….

B: Um-hm.

A: Um, if you insist on buying a brand-new product, then…it has voice-dialing function and it has…can…uh it has Internet um…access, too.

B: Um-hm.

A: So well…it depends on your budget, but…mmm….

B: But I…I think I can afford only…cell phone A and cell phone C 'cause I have only like five thousand dollars, so…so now I'm concerning…so now I'm considering um…the functions of the two, so…yeah…which one do you think is better?

A: Well, I…well the advantage for cell phone C is that it's the cheapest…

B: Um-hm.

A: …among the three….

B: Yeah.

A: And personally, I don't mind using a second-hand um…product.

B: Um-hm.

A: Um…and…I…don't think…having Internet access is that important to me.

B: Um-hm.

A: Yeah. 

X: And what do you think, B?

B: Um…well, I think for me, um…yeah. I wouldn't mind using a second-handed cell phone, but I think uh…um…a brand-new phone would be…like…make me feel assured, like…its….

A: Safer….

B: Gonna be…yeah…gonna be…lasting longer, and…I'm not so um…interested in games in a cell phone, so….

A: So cell phone A seems to be the best choice. 

B: Yeah.

X: Um-hm. Thank you. Now, B, in thirty seconds, please tell us which cell phone you wish to buy, and why. 

B: OK. Uh…according to my budget and my uh…interest, I think I would buy cell phone A 'cause it's…not so…expensive and it has…basic functions. It has um…long battery duration, and most important, it is brand-new. So I think I will choose cell phone A. 

X: Thank you. Now, A, in thirty seconds, please tell us which cell phone you will buy, and why. 

A: OK. I think I'll choose cell phone A as well um…since its…it's price range is closer to my budget, and…also I'm not that interested in the Internet access or built-in games…uh in a cell phone. Um…like B said, a brand-new product will probably…have um…comes with a guarantee…with the…the cell phone itself….

X: OK, thank you. Now, A, please tell us, are cell phones dangerous to use while driving, and why?

A: While driving…. Uh…yes, I believe it is dangerous to use cell phones uh…while you're driving. The most obvious reason being it's…you…a person might be easily distracted by…uh the cell phone – the ringing of the cell phone or the fact that she has to talk…um on the cell phone while driving. So…I wouldn't recommend it. In fact, I think there should be laws set up…um against this kind of action. 

X: Um-hm.

A: And…um…actually, what am I supposed…are there…a second part of the question? … No. OK, that's it. 

X: OK, thank you. Now, B?

B: Um-hm.

X: Please tell us, why have cell phones become so popular among young people? You have one minute to answer. I will stop you.

B: OK. I think in the past um…people are…don’t…feel very…it’s not very convenient for people to…well…get in touch with each other ‘cause there’s no…there’s nothing like a cell phone…which is very, very um…mobile, and people can use it to…get in touch with people anywhere, so I think that’s the major reason why it becomes so popular, especially among young people, ’cause young people need to, like, contact others very often, when they are indistinct, or they are, like, to go party, to go…to go out playing, or something. And um…and also, cell phones are not a kind of product which is very, very expensive…for the…young people. So I think that’s why.

Part III

X: Thank you, B. Now…thank you. … In a few seconds, I will give each of you a card with a question on it. Each of you will have two minutes to think about what you are going to say. Then you will have two minutes to present your talk to your partner. Listen carefully while your partner is speaking and take notes if necessary, because you will be asked to summarize what your partner has just said. Now, A…this is your question. 

A: OK. Thank you.

X: B, this is A’s question. 

B: OK.

X: OK? Now, A, please use the next two minutes to prepare your talk.

(After two minutes.)
X: Now, A, please talk for two minutes. Remember, I will stop you when your time is up. 

A: OK.

X: B, please listen very carefully to what A says.

B: OK.

A: OK, um…we all know that nowadays um…a lot of scientists, they are working very hard on finding cures for um…many different types of serious illnesses. And one way to reach their…one way to…come up with some findings that um…that are useful is to use laboratory…uh animals in laboratory tests. Um…I…personally, I think it is ethical to use animals in laboratory tests. Uh, but the most important thing…the most important point being that these…laboratory experiments should be well-designed, and well-regulated. And these um…animals that um…these laboratory animals uh be kept and raised and maintained in a humane way…and even if they have to…sacrifice their lives for us human…um…it should be done in…like, like I said, in a humane way…not just…ruthlessly…you know. And um…I...have some background in um…science…scientific fields, and we used to um…raise and perform laboratory tests on laboratory…on these animals…like rats, or monkeys. Um…but we…with well-designed experiment, it is really helpful, and um…in our reports…um…of course we will…give full credit to these animals. And um…also the people who designed um…who designed these experiments. Um….

X: OK. Thank you, A. 

A: Oh, OK. Thank you.

X: Now, B, you have 45 seconds to summarize the main points of A’s presentation. 

B: OK. Um, basically, A is for um, the proposal of um…using animals in laboratory tests. But um she…presents some um…prerequisites. The first one is um…the environment of the laboratory should be well-designed and well-regulated. And the other is, the animals used should be kept and maintained, or dealt with in a humane way. And she also used some of her personal experiences to back up the proposal. 

X: Um-hm. And…?

B: And I think, so…so uh…basically, yeah…the uh…she think it…it is ethical to use animals in laboratory tests. 

X: Thank you, B.

B: Thank you.

X: OK. Now…. OK, so…B, this is your question. … A, this is B’s question. 

A: OK.

X: OK? Now, B, please use the next two minutes to prepare your talk. Thank you.

B: OK. 

(After two minutes.)
X: Now, B, please talk for two minutes. I will stop you when your time is up. And A, please listen carefully to what B says.

A: OK.

B: Basically, I think Taiwan should build…should build more nuclear power plants. But under the major premise…that is…um…the government should do some precautionary measures…to prevent um…possible danger or harm to the…citizens in Taiwan. And…why? Why should Taiwan build more nuclear power plants? I think the…the most important reason is that…we are in great need of power…of electrical power. Um…for one thing, uh the factories, the industries is keeping growing, so I think uh…the factories need much power…nuclear…uh much…electrical power. And also, the people, the citizens…the citizens in Taiwan…are um…needing…needing uh electrical power…indistinct more…uh they…. According to some statistics, um…the amount of electrical power used every…each year is increasing. So based on the main…based on the recent…I think Taiwan should build more nuclear power plants to provide electrical…electricity to the citizens in Taiwan. And also, one thing we should not ignore is that um there’s…still not…there’s still no um…substitute energy form…yeah…provided now. So…uh…in supply of um…the need for the people in Taiwan…uh I think…I think it is um…necessary…yeah. 

X: OK. Thank you, B. Now, A, you have 45 seconds to summarize the main points from B’s presentation. 

A: OK. B believes that Taiwan uh…needs to build more nuclear power plants. Um…but um…the most important thing being the government…should um…the government should uh…should have some precautious measures to minimize the potential dangers…of building…more nuclear power plants. And…the reason we need more nuclear power plants, like B has said, is that in fact, in reality, we need more um…electrical power. The…electricity consumption is increasing in Taiwan…and also, currently, there aren’t any suitable alternatives for power supply. 

X: Thank you, A. OK, thank you. This is the end of the test. Thank you.

A: Thank you.

	EXAMINER’S COMMENT For CANDIDATE A

	Pass 5


The candidate has entirely accurate pronunciation in both individual sounds and longer utterances. She responds relevantly to all questions, and is able to elaborate on all the main points she makes.  She demonstrates flexible and appropriate use of vocabulary and uses a wide range of syntactic structures very accurately. She is able to communicate fluently without any unnatural hesitation. Her contributions to all tasks is well organized.




	EXAMINER’S COMMENT For CANDIDATE B

	Pass 4
 

The candidate produces easily comprehensible and accurate utterances. He responds to all questions relevantly, and is able to elaborate on most of his main points.  He is able to use appropriate vocabulary to express himself and a good range of syntactic structures; however, occasional errors which do not affect communication still occur.  Generally, the candidate is able to communicate fluently with only occasional, unnatural hesitations.  In addition, the candidate's contributions to all tasks are generally well organized.
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